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during the year of the Great Jubilee of 2000 we feel, all of us - in a special way -
“pilgrims”, in march on the roads of our countries and of our cities, sharing the
jowrney with the men and the women of our time, with the responsibility of being
witnesses to Jesus Christ and pointing out the goal of our jowrney: the kingdom of
God after which whole humanity yeamns, along the centuries and today.

Dhering the journey, in these weeks, let us keep in our hearts the words uttered
by John Paul Il on March 12th in Rome, during the eucharistic celebration in the
Reconciliation’s Day and above al let us keep in our heares the words, the images
and the gestures of John Paul 11 pilgrim in the Holy Land and in Jerusalem, where
the Word became flesh.

A step of our joumey, as IFCA, will be the Third Assembly that we want to
prepare well and together.

This issue of Newsletter reports the proposal of the itinevary of preparation.
We hope that it can help the reflection of all the member-associations and of the
observers and also of those who ave going to participate for the first time.

Particularly important is also IFCA's first imitiative in Africa.

We entrust our steps of pilgrims to Mary, causa nostrae letitiae.
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Pilgrims with the Pope
in the Holy Land

Telogram sent
fo H.H. John Pavl Il in Jorusalem

Rome, March 20ch 2000

e CA associations and movements’ federations, members of the

International Forum of Catholic Action with all their members, lea-

ders and assistants, participate with their prayer in the pilgrimage of Your

Holiness to the Holy Land and to Jerusalem, the holy city where Jesus
Christ has lived, is dead and is risen.

We entrust the Lord the jubilee days of your Holiness, pilgrim on the
roads that Jesus travelled with Mary, His mother and with Joseph, with
Peter and with the first disciples.

We feel particularly near the christian communities who live today in
this Land and beg the Lord to grant gifts of peace for the cohabitation
between the peoples who live there.

United in the prayer, we invoke Your fatherly apostolic blessing.

“Rejoice, Jerusalem...”. [ too have experienced, in the last days, the joy
to become pilgrim from Rome to the Holy Land, building bridges
between the two focal points of the Great Jubilee of 2000, Rome and
Jerusalem. The spiritual joy that | bring in my heart for this grace is deep,
and | thank the Lord continuously for it. | am grateful, too, to all those
who have accompanied me with their prayer. In those moments, in those
places, | felt present with me the whole Church.

John Paul 1, Angelus - sunday april 2nd 2000




THIRD ORDINARY ASSEMBLY
Rome, Domus Pacis, December 2nd/6th 2000

The lasting actvality of a gift of the Holy Spirit
Catholic Action: lay faithful
who live the ever newness of the Gospel and are a sign of communion

Preparatory itinerary



Methodological note

Thnnbjncﬁvnhmmmmchwhkhh&pummﬂ:hcmldmmdmuﬂnc:mm&rhﬁlinumm
proper identity in our own country, so that then a synthesis may be sent to us, 30 that we may be able to compile the
necessary data which will be sent in our second communication and which will provide the preparatory material.

1. The material is sent to CA's national or diocesan leaders, [FCA's members, and to the observers.

2. Both leaders and assistants are requested to involve themselves in preparing the requested contribution: at national/dioce-
san/parish level.

3. Every country is requested to send a synthesis - through the tables - in order to enable the secretariat to draw up the final
programme of the Third Asembly.

4. Every country is also requested to send as much material as possible, which can be useful.

5. DOCUMENTS of BUENOS AIRES: only now we are able to send the DOCUMENTS: we feel sure that they will be uti-
lized to prepare the Assembly as they can actually be a contribution for the reflection of our associations.

AVAILABLEMATERIAL
* TMA/ Ball of the JUBILEE; « VADEMECUM; » DOCUMENTS of Buenos Aires ‘97
* Card. Pironio’s LECTURE at Wien (1994) in the booklet with texts of Card. Eduardo F. PIRONIO “Magnificar”.

We are waiting for the tables duly filled within JUNE 30th 2000.
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Third Orfinery ALSSmBry
Rewne, Demws Pocls, docember 2nd/6th 2000
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introduction

Wahumndthevmdthcﬁrﬁthﬂhdth:hm

mwh:hltpmhlnﬂfmtnumwmlﬂndm.kh:ﬂﬂmmmm,mnpumnlb-h.-m-n:hﬁm.-n
Chm:h.I:hldu.-pmmiwl&.dmmmmiwmﬁlﬂdhmdmmwmhmthmﬂ:
discernment may lead us to a greater commitment.

lnthhmnw:twcmFingmuhhmnmﬁhﬂﬁﬂhmﬂmﬂmnﬁ.mbh.&mthhdmth&hnmhm
with the theme:

The lasting actuality of a gift of the Holy Spirit
Catholic Action: lay faithful who live the ever neuness of the Gospel
and are a sign of communion.

Ithhmﬁqﬁemwmimmhumgﬂd&ﬁmud&hmﬂv.whkhwiﬂ help us to review, with
thnmﬁﬁmmhﬂmm&hﬁmﬁmm%m,dmw“mthmﬁﬂmmd
Catholic Action and to the present historical situation.

wammmﬁmwm:mmmmnw.wwmmmdm
Great Jubilee.

'Tlul-hlyDum:fﬂw};hihed’thelem:hmﬂbewmbolhﬂrwﬂﬁthuhmdprm]uﬁhn.hﬂmhmm
nity, upon reaching this goal, will leave behind not just a century but a millennium. It is fitring that the Church should make
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this passage with a clear awareness of what has happened to her during the last ten centuries. She cannot cross the threshold of
the new millennium without encouraging her children to purify themselves, through repentance, of past errors and instances of
infidelity, inconsistency, and slowless to act. Acknowledging the weakness of the past is an act of honesty and courage which
helsp us to strenghten our faith, which alerts us to face today's tempeations and challenges and prepares us to face them” (TMA
33).

The Assembly takes place at 35 days after the the Ecumenical Vatican Council [l (December 8th 1965) and aims to become
a privileged moment of examination in the jubilar spirit, according to John Paul [I's directions, of renewal in the Hght of the
Council end of purification from a path of “infidelity, inconsistency, slowless” during these years, also as CA.

Starting from John Paul II's consideration, that “the Second Vatican Council was a providential event, whereby the
Church began the more immediate preparation for the jubilee of the Second Millennium® (TMA 18).

This is [FCA Third ordinary Assembly and requires therefore a reflection on the very identity of our organism as well as a
specific review of the commitments assumed by all of us together as well as by every assoclation during the Second Assembly in
Buenos Aires in 1997 - the relevant DOCUMENTS are availble.

The Third Assembly opens the new millennium and demands from us an extra commitment to look at the three following
years which are inserted in a vast context, both retrospective (see 1) and in perspective: to prepare this meeting an “exceptio-
nal” time of prayer and work is needed, which may enable us to look at [FCA's future with trust, with hope, with courage and
with joy.

Let us beg the Lord, through the intercession of so many sints, blessed and friends in the communion of the saints, to grant
us a great heart, an open intelligence, love for the humanity and the history of our time, in order to participate in the life of
the Church, to be Church, with that peculiar form of ministeriality which qualifies us and by which we were inspired in
working out the theme of this “jubilar” assembly, on the threshold of the third millennium: The lasting actuality of a gift of the
Holy Spiric. Catholic Action: lay faithful who live the ever newness of the Gospel and are a sign of communion.
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Part | - Looking at reality

Alm: reading the signs of the times.

Preparation is necessary to enable us to see the true situation. In order to achieve this we should ask our Lord to give us a
clear vision and an unprejudiced heart, so that we may be able to understand the real situation, to look at the world discove-
ring the hidden seeds of the Word at the beginning of this millennium.

We suggest that this exercise be worked in groups, focusing on an analysis of the real situation in the world, in the country,
in the community, in the universal and in the particular Church so that christian values and worldly values, lights and shades,
positive and negative aspects, opportunities and difficulties may be idenrified

STARTING POINT

The lecture by V. Espeche GIL at the Second Asembly of Buenos Aires, with the theme “The world we live in”, subdivided
into the following chapters:

1. The issue of globalization. 2. The issue of validiry of values in the contemporary culture. 3. The world in which we want to live.

As a result of this exercise we expect a synthesis including three positive and three negative aspects which are to be noted in
the table which follows.

If the work is carried out in different groups, a final version which is arrived at by common consensus and which is the
country's final contribution, is to be sent to the secretariat, together with the exercised proposed in the second part, within
JUNE 30¢th 2000.
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Part | - Looking at reality

COUNTRY:

Positive aspects Negative aspects
The real
aspects 0 cies Difficuli
World
Universal Church
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Part | - Looking at reality




Part | - Looking at reality

Positive aspects Negative aspects
The real aspects . iies Difficulties
Local Church
Civil community
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Third
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Part Il - Reflection on how we live our identity

ThnHolrSplﬂthndumtadCﬂhnlicAcﬁm.withnqndﬂctdﬂmw.--ﬁmlh:ﬂhm:h.

Catholic Action's identity is defined in the conciliar ecclesiology of communion and mission, in the 4 foundamental notes:
it is ecclestal, lay, organic , and collaborates with the Hierarchy (f AA 20). The four notes gathers the richness of tradition
and experience of all preconciliar Catholic Action.

The birth of the many lay movements after the Council has given a new impetus to the Church and has led to a great rich-
ness in the variety of charisms bestowed by the Holy Spirit.

The Synod on laypeople, whose recommandations are found in the apostolic exhortation on laypeople’s role in the Church
and in the world, was held in this context. In this document John Paul Il explains clearly these conciliar teachings and among
all the ecclesial movements places Catholic Action as that association called to work, with loyalty and fatigue, for the enlarge-
ment of the whole christian community, the pastoral plans, the evangelic animation of all spheres of life (CFL 31).

It is in the light of our identity that we initiate this reflections so that we may review our faithfulness to the gift we have
received, so that we may be able to turn to the Lord and express more precisely our answer as a Catholic Action which is
faithful to its conciliar identity and to the present historical sicuation.

We suggest that this exercise should first of all be carried out individually and then shared in study-groups.

We recommend to start with the reading of I Cor 12,4-11, where Saint Paul expresses clearly that theve is a diversity of gifts
but the one Spirit and that every manifestation of the Spirit is for the common good.



STARTING POINT

Thelﬂ:ambfﬂﬁ.ummRYLKG.Seumd'thﬁFmdﬂnlﬂmmdlfmtthdﬂ.nth:&mudﬁmﬂrin
Buenos Aires, with the theme:

“The Church and the world: dialogue and path of mlvation.
CA LAY PEOPLE FROM THE SECOND VATICAN COUNCIL towards the third millennium”,
subdivided into the following chapters:

1. Living the mystery of the Church

2. Understanding the reality of the world
3. A Church in solidarity with the world
4. The dialogue of salvation

5.%It is time for action...”
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Third Crdinery Assombily
Rome, Demwve Pucls, dovombor Ind/6M 2000
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Questions to help tn the reflection
l.ItC.-thuiI.cA:ﬂmImhduponbyinmmhﬂmdmp-ddb?ﬂmmuntnulﬁ&dtheHulfSp{rl:?

2. How does Catholic Action take upon itself this reality which characterizes it internally?
Which are the opportunities? Which are the difficulties?

3. How does Catholic Action participate in the Church's mission?
Hwhthnpﬂuriqmthatwhlchklpdrﬂmlﬂprﬂdi
Hnwduuitpwﬁdp-temﬂalran-mnhme.hthcmmﬂhtbn.ln:h:midmndmmr

IhCathdkhcﬁmmbenHuﬂ::wodm:ddu Gospel in the world! How is the evangelic animation of the
various spheres of life shown concretely?

LDnuﬂuurpnku:upo[CuhnlicAcﬁm.iummhﬁmmdiumm: help in building relations among people of
different ages and different life conditions?

hthercmgrﬁ:whtmhubemmﬁﬁundbﬂhamm:nthn:h:mpnhﬂmmﬂkﬂhdﬁ:ul:ﬁmumm!
HuwhCntbolicAn:timptmtmdwhuhlurdnﬂmummminthnhthcl&dthcﬂhmhmdlnndallﬁe?




5. How is the collaboration with the Hierarchy carried out concretely?
What kind of dialogue exists with the Pastors?

In what way does Catholic Action participate in the working out and carrying out of pastoral plans!
In what way do Eccleiastic Assistants contribute towards the life of the asociation!

6.Is Catholic Action & sign of communion?
How is this shown concretely?
Does the community look upon it as a contributor towards the promotion of communion!
What is its relation with the other lay movements and associations?

7. Does Catholic Action provide a formation programme for the different age groups?
Wha is CatholicAction doing to create an awareness towards the lay vocation and towards the commitment to build a
world according to evangelic values?
How it is contributing towards the missionary formation of laypeople!

8. In the contexts where the Church has undergone martyrdom and now - in “freedom” - must face secularization and crisis
of Christianism, how does CA witness the faith without ylelding to the culture of consumism, individualism, relativism
and how does it help the Church to live in the world “without being of the world™?

t the end of this reflection, we express our thanks to the Spirit for the gift we have received, and ask for strength for a
change of heart and to accomplish our mission more faithfully. We also express our commitments, note them in the
table which follows and send them to [FCA's Secretariat within JUNE 30th 2000.
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Part Il - Reflection on how we live
our identity

COUNTRY:

Ecclesial
commmunion

Evangelization

Organization
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to the gift we have received (second part) we

. thnchnﬂmpwhkhuhﬂumfauwhymhn&ithﬁdmm&thnlhﬁmumﬂw
* our commitments in front of these challenges.

define:

The conclusions are to be noted on the following table:

COUNTRY:
l
Challenges Commitments
‘..-ii'l--'I‘.'II-..‘I-.i'-l...ll'-..IiI.'---l."I.Ii‘.'lﬂli."""....' '!
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Seminar in Africa

Nairebl (Keaya), Resurrection Gardon/Dimesse Sisters
Apell 26+h-20th 2000

You will be witnesses in Africa
Real situation, challenges and prospects for the layfaithful’s formation
which is Catholic Actions's contribution

Programme

ARRIVAL and accomodations
twuesday 25th and wednesday 26th

WORKS

wednesday april 26th at 15,30 - OPENING OF THE SEMINAR
Presentation of the participants

Welcome and interventions to be determined

[FCA's presentation and introduction to the seminar: Beatriz Bumetti
Thomson - H.E. Mons. Agostino Superbo

Eucharistic celebration

THE SCHEDULE WILL BE DRAWN UP TOGETHER
Eucharistic celebration

Morning and evening prayer

Interventions of the countries participants

Meals

Saturday april 29th: man foresees to end with the lunch - DEPARTURES

Thursday april 27th - Time to listen: exchange of experiences (A )

Friday spril 28th - Time of confrontation and dialogue upon the theme of
the seminar (B)

Saturday april 29th - The common prospetcs (C).

A.B.C. - see the enclosed questionnaire to prepare your intervention.
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Meetings, in particular with the laypeople of the particular Church in NAI-
ROBI, are going to be organized.

Themes, aims, style

The International Forum of Catholic Action promotes this seminary accor-
ding to its goals, among which that of animating and promoting the “new
evangelimtion” with full respect to the different pastoral and structural con-
text of every CA and in accordance to its sims, among which that of pro-
moting initiatives in order to deepen the problems concerning the life and
the mission of the Church, at universal, continental or regional level.

The seminar is held

at 35 years from the Vatican Council II; at 10 years from Christifideles Laici
at 5 years from Ecclesia in Africa; in the year of the Great Jubilee of 2000.
The seminar aims to reflect upon some essential themes:

“Laypeople, laity, Catholic Action, identity, participation and responsibility
of the laupeople in the Church and in society”

starting from the concrete situation of some Churches in Africa, to focus
challenges and prospects for the formation of the lay faichful, called to be
witnesses and to become more and more co-responsible in the evangelizing
mission of the Church in Africa in the third millenary.

The seminary aims to become, through the participants’ contribution,

a moment of prayer, friendship and sharing

a time of listening, of knowing the different realities (A)

a time of confrontation, exchange and dislogue upon the theme of formation (B)
to search priorities and common prospects, at middle and medium term (C).

Index
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