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THE PEDAGOGY OF SANCTITY. A universal challenge for lay faithful
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I leave you with the words of the Prophet Isaiah, in the hope that they will provide you and your respective
communities with hope and strength. Witnessing the destruction of Jerusalem after the exile, the prophet did
not fail to look forward to a future of peace and prosperity: “They shall build up the ancient ruins, they shall
raise up the former devastations; they shall repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many generations” (Is
61:4). This is the work the Lord entrusts to you on behalf of this beloved Mediterranean region: to restore
relationships that have been broken, to rebuild cities destroyed by violence, to make a garden flourish in what
is now a desert, to instil hope in the hopeless, and to encourage those caught up in themselves not to fear
their brothers or sisters. And to look upon this [sea], which has already become a cemetery, as a place of
future resurrection for the entire area.

Pope Francis, Bari 23.02.2020
for the Meeting of reflection and spirituality,

“MEDITERRANEAN: FRONTIER OF PEACE”
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